Ms. McCann

Research Skills


Writing an Annotated Works Cited
What is an annotated works cited?

· An annotated works cited gives an account of the research that has been done on a given topic
· Like any works cited, an annotated works cited is an alphabetical list of research sources
· In addition to bibliographic data, an annotated works cited provides a concise summary of each source and some assessment of its value or relevance
· The point of an annotated works cited is to inform the reader about the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited
Steps to writing an annotated works cited
1) Obtain bibliographic information

2) Organize entries in works cited in alphabetical order

3) Summarize each source used—what does the book/encyclopedia/website tell you about?

4) Evaluate the source—was the information useful? Valid? Too general?  Too specific? 

Example:

Annotated Works Cited
Abrams, M. H. A Glossary of Literary Terms. 8th Edition. Toronto: 


Thompson Wadsworth, 2005.

This text provides a comprehensive overview of literary terminology, theories, and movements.  The text is organized alphabetically and under each entry there is a definition and discussion of the specified term.  This text is extremely valuable because it defines each entry and then discusses in detail various uses of each term, theory, or movement in literature.

“Samuel Taylor Coleridge”.  The Literature Network. February 1st, 2008. 


<http://www.online-literature.com/coleridge/>.

This website contains biographical information about the Romantic Poet Samuel Taylor Coleridge.  It discusses his life, his literary collaborations with other poets, and lastly his poetic works.  This website provides concise information on the life of Coleridge.  It is useful for attaining information for a quick overview of Coleridge’s life; however, for more in depth information, another source is necessary.

Preparing a Works Cited/Annotated Works Cited
· Begin your Works Cited/Annotated Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your essay/report

· Label the page Works Cited or Annotated Works Cited and center the title at the top of the page. 

· Single space all citations, with a double space between each new entry. The second line of any citation should be indented.

· Text should be cited in alphabetical order by the author’s last name.

1) Books

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Book with One Author

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science.  New York: Penguin Books, 1987.

2) Book with No Author

List and alphabetize by the title of the book. 

Encyclopedia of Indiana. New York: Somerset, 1993.

3) Websites

Author’s last name, first name.  “Title of article.”  Name of home website.  Date listed, 

if any, that the article was published on the site. Date you accessed the article.  <URL in angled brackets>.  

Website with no date of publication or author

“Job Competencies, Soft Skills and Competency-Based Performance 


Management.”Corporate Perspectives, Inc. n.d. 6 Feb. 2002. 


<http://corporateperspectives.com/cbl.html>.

4) Anthology or Collection

List by editor or editors, followed by a comma and "ed." or, for multiple editors, "eds."

Hill, Charles A. and Marguerite Helmers, eds. Defining Visual Rhetorics. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, 2004.

