Ms. McCann

OC Exam Prep


Understanding the Topic


1.
Make sure you understand the vocabulary words.
2.
Think of synonyms or examples for each key word.


Overcoming

difficulties

leads


growth

- conquering

- challenges

- causes

- of character


- winning

- suffering

- results in

- of friendship





- hardships




- of family





- sorrows




- of new ideas











- of love

3.
You need to match your plot to this topic using only one conflict.



Think:

What is the difficulty? (ONLY ONE!)





Who overcomes it?





Who or what grows?

4.
If you still can’t figure out how your plot fits the topic, try one of these techniques:



a. Disagree




- You are allowed to disagree with the topic.  Your story can 




show that “overcoming difficulties does not lead to growth.”



b. Invert the topic



- What is a negative way of saying the topic?




“Not overcoming difficulties leads to no growth.”




- Can your plot show a character who is unable to overcome his 



or her difficulties, and as a result does not grow?
Overcoming difficulties leads to growth.








