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Research Project
The Task 

Arthur Miller's The Crucible, in the context of the historical Salem Witch Trials, shows many innocent people being accused of crimes/sins they did not commit.  Throughout history, society has been blinded to similar occurrences, or "witch hunts."  Indeed, Miller wrote The Crucible in response to one of those "witch hunts" that took place in his time period--McCarthyism. 

In groups of 4 choose one of the following roles:
· Researcher / expert (2 people)

· Expert on power point / bibliography (2 people)

As a group, you will get one of the following topics to research and teach to the rest of the class:

Group 1 – Arthur Miller


Due Date:  _______________________________
Key events in his life

Other works (especially Death of a Salesman)

His beliefs / political outlook including communist connections

Arraignment by the House of Un-American Activities

Group 2 – Witchcraft: Background
Due Date:  _______________________________
What was witchcraft? Who practiced it?

Describe the social response to witchcraft in Europe in the 16th and 17th centuries.

What social and religious factors are given to account for the harsh response to witchcraft?

What can you find out about modern witchcraft or wicca?

Group 3 – 1690’s New England & Puritanism
Due Date:  _________________________
What type of people settled in Massachusetts?

How did they survive?

What were their main fears and anxieties?

What can you find out about their social structures / hierarchies?

Group 4 - The Salem Witch Trials -1690’s

Due Date:  _________________________

What events led to these trials?

Who was involved as prosecutors? As victims?

What were the outcomes of the trials?

How do historians interpret these events?

Group 5 – 1950’s McCarthyism & Communism 
Due Date:  _________________________
What was the Cold War?

What was McCarthyism?  Who was Joe McCarthey? What were his aims? Methods? Who were his victims?

What led to his eventual downfall?

Group 6 - Mass hysteria 


Due Date:  _______________________________
What is mass hysteria and what are typically its causes?

Find and explain at least two historical examples of mass hysteria. What happened? Who was involved?

Group 7 – Persecution


Due Date:  _______________________________
Define persecution.


Find and explain at least three historical examples of persecution. What happened? Who was involved?

Group 8 – Condemned Innocents

Due Date:  _______________________________
Find and explain two people who the justice system failed.  What were they accused of? What happened to them?  When and how was their innocence discovered? If they survived, what, if any, compensation did they receive for being falsely convicted?

WARNING: Do not plagiarize!
A hard copy of your group’s research notes, bibliography (which includes multiple entries from more than one type of source) and your PPT must be handed in to me.

IMPORTANT NOTES:





Everyone must be involved in presenting to receive a mark.  Silence = 0





You can be marked as a group or individually.





It is absolutely imperative that you do NOT read the PowerPoint to your classmates. You need to know your information!





 A PowerPoint should be approximately 20% words, 40 % images / sound, and 40% you explaining or adding more information to or making connections between (not reading) the slides.    








