Ms. McCann

“Hop-Frog” & “Poss. of Evil”

Example General Outline for a Synthesis Essay


Attention Getter/Hook (1 sentence):  People are far too kind and often see the best in others, but in reality this is unwise.  Humans are naturally flawed characters.  
Topic Sentence:  In the short stories “The Possibility of Evil,” by Shirley Jackson and “Hop-Frog,” by Edgar Allan Poe both main characters, Miss Strangeworth and Hop-Frog, lack any form of integrity.  
Outline/Plan (listing your three topics of discussion/three points): Both characters conceal their true nature from other characters and undertake horrendous actions for which they show no remorse. 

Thesis (1 sentence—what do you intend to prove?) Ultimately, both characters are conniving and malicious and will do anything to get what they want.
*********************************************************************

Transitional word or phrase: Although,
Topic sentence (mentions first topic identified in your plan): people think they know their friends, no one can truly know someone else entirely.  People are always hiding something. 
Assertion “A” – first text (1 sentence): In “The Possibility of Evil” Miss Strangeworth conceals her true nature from the townsfolk.  
Citation (Cited quotation or other source): Out in the town Miss Strangeworth is a gentle, sweet, old lady who is proud of her family heritage.  But in the safety of her own home she writes nasty, malicious letters to the townsfolk to help cleanse the town of evil.  Miss Strangeworth believes that “The town where she lived had to be kept clean and sweet, [and that] . . .  people everywhere were lustful and evil and degraded, and [therefore] needed to be watched” (Jackson, p. 5).  
Explanation (tie the importance your proof back into your thesis):  Miss Strangeworth informs the townsfolk of their misdoings anonymously so that she is not associated with such filth.  She does not want to reveal her deceitful nature. 
Assertion “B” – second text (1 sentence): Similarly, in “Hop-Frog,” the main character Hop-Frog hides his real feelings from the King.  
Citation (Cited quotation or other source): Hop-Frog pretends to enjoy the King’s every command.  He even endures drinking copious amounts of wine at the King’s request and conceals his anger. 
Explanation (tie the importance of your proof back into your thesis): But, little known to the King is Hop-Frog’s devious and macabre plan.   The King believes that Hop-Frog is his loyal servant and is blind to the reality that Hop-Frog despises him and has created a plan to exact his final revenge.  
Concluding sentence (sums up whole paragraph—both points): Miss Strangeworth and Hop-Frog demonstrate that one can never judge a person by their outward appearance.   It is quite clear that although Miss Strangeworth and Hop-Frog present well, they lack integrity.  Their deceitful ways conceal their true nature. 
*********************************************************************


Topic: Actions of characters = what they do (ex. Write letters, kill people)

*********************************************************************


Topic: Lack of conscience of characters = no remorse
*********************************************************************

Transitional word or phrase (that shows it is the conclusion): In conclusion, 
Restate thesis (in different words): it is evident that both Miss Strangeworth and Hop-Frog are far too devious to display any form of integrity. They will do anything to achieve their goals.
Sum up the points mentioned in your plan:  An examination of how other people perceive these characters, the characters’ actions themselves and the characters’ conscience reveals that neither character can demonstrate true integrity. 
Final summarizing statement (sums up the whole essay): Ultimately, both Jackson and Poe are masters of creating realistic and heartless characters who demonstrate the complexity of human nature.  People are hopeful and like to believe the best about each other; but, the short stories “The Possibility of Evil” and “Hop-Frog” remind the reader that not everyone should be trusted.
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