Ms. McCann

GESS

Social Studies 10

Contact Information
GESS Phone: (250) 870-5102
Email: bronwen.mccann@sd23.bc.ca (this is the best way for you to contact me)
Course Website:  www.msmccann.weebly.com

Course Overview

Social Studies is a multi-disciplinary subject that draws from the social sciences and humanities to study human interaction and the environment. The goal of Social Studies is to develop thoughtful, responsible and actively involved citizens.   Through SS 10 you will be asked to critically reflect upon events and issues in order to examine the present, make connections with the past and consider the future

Unit Overview
	Units of Study
	Classes.
(approx.)
	Performance Tasks
	Sample Expectations of Skills and Processes**

	1.  The Geography of Western Canada (Ch 3)
2.  Colonies in the Wilderness (Ch 1)

 3. Building a Nation, 1840-1867 (Confederation) (Ch 2) 
4.  The Northwest to 1870 (Ch 4)
5.  The Prairies, 1870-1896 (Ch 5)
6.  B.C. History to 1896
7.  The Emergence of Modern Canada, 1896-1914 (Ch 7)
8.  The Economy of Canada and B.C. (Ch. 8 & 9)

7.  Review and Exam Preparation
	5
5
5
5
5
5
2
7
2
	 1.  Tests and Quizzes

 2.  Culminating Activities

 3.  Group Work

 4.  Research Displays

 5.  Oral Presentations

 6.  Argumentative Essays

 7.  Visual Expression

 8.  Web Quests

 9.  Political Cartoons
10. Role Plays

11. Debates

12. Document Analysis

13. Field Trips

14. Reflective Writing

15. Formal Examination
	By the end of the course, students will:

·  Apply critical thinking skills
-ex. make connections between events and their causes, consequences, and implications

-ex. draw conclusions about an issue, situation, or a topic

· Demonstrate effective research skills

-ex. identify primary sources and secondary sources

-ex. assess the reliability of information sources on selected topics in terms of bias and point of view

· Demonstrate effective written, oral, and graphic communication skills 

-ex. communicate ideas, opinions and arguments effectively in oral and written forms




** A full list of expectations can be found in the SS 10 IRP document. 
Course Resources and Required Supplies

Textbook : Horizons: Canada Moves West
Student supplies: A binder, lined paper, dividers, pens and pencils.

Marks Breakdown: 
Course Work -- 80% (grades are cumulative)




 Exam – 20%

Student Expectations and Responsibilities

Respect: Everyone is expected to treat those around them with respect.  
Tardiness: Come to class prepared and on time.  You will need your binder every day and are expected to have it, as well as any other necessary materials.  Being unprepared and unable to work is the same as being late.

Plagiarism and Cheating: Do your own work.  Cooperative learning is encouraged, copying is not.  Plagiarism can be confusing to many students, so please be familiar with the school’s policy 

Attendance:  Students are expected to attend every class.  If you are absent for any reason it is your responsibility to obtain and complete the work missed.  AOS will be used for missed assignments/tests.   If you participate in extra-curricular activities you will be expected to complete assignments in the same time period as the other students in the class unless you have made a previous arrangement with me.  

Tutorials:  I am available for extra help before school, during lunch and after school.   

Homework: Any work not completed during class is automatically homework. It is your responsibility to use class time wisely and to complete assigned tasks. 

Assessment and Evaluation:

Final evaluation for each term will be represented by the letter grade that you receive on your report card.  All assessments through the year will help guide students to the goals that they set for themselves.  Students will also be assigned a work ethic mark for each term.  All students are capable of receiving a G in this course.

EVERYTHING YOU DO, CREATE, AND SAY COUNTS.

EVIDENCE IS COLLECTED!!!

Valid and reliable evaluation of student learning is gathered over time through a variety of avenues:

Observations:  What is observed about student learning over time. 

Conversations with Students:  What students communicate about their learning and understanding.

Student Work:  What student work demonstrates about what they know and can do.







We will work together for your success.  I am always willing and available for extra help and clarifications. Please remember that you are the most important part of this class and that I am here to help you.
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