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Belle: A Positive Role Model for Teens



A compelling protagonist can often subconsciously influence the thoughts and actions of the reader, especially when the reader is an impressionable adolescent.  It is for this reason that it is important that characters in teen novels are positive role models. A classic example of such a role model would be Belle, from Beauty and the Beast.  In particular, Belle has a positive influence on teenage girls.  Young girls are constantly bombarded by media messages claiming how important it is to have a certain physical appearance, to wear a certain style or to possess a certain body type. Belle believes that beauty comes from within and that a person’s character is more important than physical appearance or financial status.  Belle has the strength of character to do what she believes is right and she not is not easily swayed by the thoughts and opinions of others.  She falls in love with the Beast for his personality, his interests and his caring nature.  She is not influenced by how he looks or is perceived in the community; she trusts her own judgements and has the integrity to act on it.  If more young girls were influenced by a confident and wise character such as Belle, then fewer problems would exist for females in our society. 
HOOK!





TOPIC SENTENCE:  CLEARLY STATE IF A GOOD/BAD ROLE MODEL





NAME THE CHARACTER AND THE STORY HE/SHE IS IN





Body:





Examples!


Evidence!


Proof!








CONCLUDING THOUGHT








Created by Karen Maguire, 2010


