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Bart: A Negative Role Model for Teens


Most parents want the best possible life for their child. They anticipate that he or she will live life to its full potential.  Often, they hope that this child will be kind and respectful to others. Imagine their disappointment when they find out that their child has chosen a role model: Bart Simpson.  Bart, from the TV show The Simpsons is a perfect example of a negative role model for teenagers.  Bart is a character who is selfish, inconsiderate of others, lacks motivation and is disrespectful to almost everyone he meets.  These are not the traits of a positive role model.  Bart’s disrespect for others can be seen at home when he refers to his father by his given name “Homer” instead of the respectful title of “Dad”.  It can also be seen at school where he is constantly disrespectful to his teachers and even his friends.  His disrespect is compounded by the fact that he often finds his own rude behaviour to be amusing. Another trait that could be considered to have a negative influence on young people is Bart’s lack of motivation.  This is frequently evident at school when he claims to be an “underachiever and proud of it”.  It is of concern that so many young people find Bart Simpson entertaining.  Without realizing it, they may be influenced by his behaviour. Bart’s lack of compassion, disrespect for family and contempt for his education are all indications that he is not a positive role model for adolescents. Would you want your child to idolize such a character? 
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