Grade 12 Research Essay Marking Rubric






Name:_____________________________________


*Students who fail to provide clear and accurate documentation for their essays will not have their papers graded.
	Essay Evaluation Criteria
	Level 6

Excellent
	Level 5

Very Good
	Level 4

Good
	Level 3 

Satisfactory
	Level 2

Needs Improvement
	Level 1

unacceptable
	Level 0

	Content:  research topic
Use of Facts, Supporting Examples and Evidence


	--excellent use of facts, examples and evidence

-always relates the evidence back to proving the thesis

-exemplary sense of context and purpose
	--very strong use of facts, examples and evidence

-consistently relates the evidence back to proving the thesis

-great sense of context

-very strong sense of purpose
	Good use of facts, examples and evidence

-often relates the evidence back to proving the thesis

-good sense of  context - -strong sense of purpose
	--some use of facts, examples and  evidence

-sometimes relates the evidence back to proving the thesis

-some sense of  context

-some sense of purpose
	--limited  use of facts, examples and evidence

-rarely relates the evidence back to proving the thesis 

-limited sense of context 

-little or no sense of purpose 
	--unacceptable (if any) use of facts, examples and evidence

-thesis is not proven or supported  

-unacceptable sense of context 

-no sense of purpose 

-too brief
	Plagiarism



	Content:  Novel

Use of Facts, Supporting Examples and Evidence that link research to novel


	-excellent link between research and the novel

-excellent literary analysis

-specific and detailed support from the novel is exemplary
	-very good link between research and the novel

-very good literary analysis

-specific and detailed support from the novel is consistent
	-good link between  research and the novel

-good literary analysis

-some specific and detailed support from the novel is given but could use more 
	-weak link between research and the novel

-some literary analysis is evident but support is limited or not specific enough
	-little link between  research and novel 

-little literary analysis is evident

-little support given
	-little-no link between research and novel 

-literary analysis is unacceptable

-support/link too brief
	

	Conventions, Structure and

Organization 


	-demonstrates thorough understanding of the conventions of the essay

-highly effective organization of arguments, ideas and quotations

--very few (if any) spelling, grammar, punctuation or sentence structure errors in the essay
	-demonstrates very good understanding of the conventions of the essay

-effective organization of arguments, ideas and quotations

--very few (if any) spelling, grammar, punctuation or sentence structure errors in the essay
	-demonstrates reasonable  understanding of the conventions of the essay

-good organization of arguments, ideas and quotations

-some spelling, grammar, punctuation or sentence structure errors in the essay
	-demonstrates some understanding of the conventions of the essay

-some (uneven) organization of arguments, ideas and quotations

-several spelling, grammar, punctuation or sentence structure errors in the essay
	-demonstrates a limited understanding of conventions of the essay

-limited (if any) organization of arguments, ideas and quotations

-excessive number of spelling, grammar, punctuation or sentence structure errors in the essay
	-unacceptable understanding of conventions of the essay

-disorganized 

-spelling, grammar, punctuation or sentence structure errors unacceptable and impede meaning 
	

	Fluency, Unity and Coherence 


	-the writing is exceptionally fluent, coherent and unified

-excellent use of transition words, links or lead-ins to provide unity and coherence
	-the writing is very fluent, coherent and unified

-very effective use of transition words, links or lead-ins to provide unity and coherence
	-the writing is fluent, coherent, and unified

-effective use of transition words,  links or lead-ins to provide unity and coherence
	-the writing is somewhat fluent, coherent and unified

-somewhat effective use of transition words, links or lead-ins to provide unity and coherence
	-the writing is limited (if at all) in being fluent, coherent and unified

-limited (if any) use of transition words, links or lead-ins to provide unity and coherence
	-writing lacks fluency and is confusing

-no transitions
	

	Documentation and MLA Format


	-flawless documentation and format all of the following: quotations / paraphrases, citations, reporting phrases, bibliographic information  
	-minor errors in documentation and format: quotations / paraphrases, citations, reporting phrases, bibliographic information
	-some errors in documentation and format in one or more of the following: quotations / paraphrases, citations, reporting phrases, bibliography and pagination 
	-several errors in documentation and format in one or more of the following: quotations / paraphrases, citations, reporting phrases, bibliography and pagination 
	-excessive errors in documentation and format in one or more of the following: quotations / paraphrases, citations, reporting phrases, bibliography and pagination 
	-documentation is unacceptable or missing; format is unacceptable
	

	Research


	-exemplary level of research in terms of the number and variety of resources used in the essay
	-high level of research in terms of the number and variety of resources used in the essay
	-good level of research in terms of the number and variety of resources used in the essay
	-satisfactory level of research in terms of the number and variety of resources used in the essay
	-limited level of research in terms of the number and variety of resources used in the essay 
	-unacceptable research in terms of number and variety of resources (ie. one source)
	

	Intros and Conclusions
	-Introduction has a clear and effective hook that works well with the topic

- clear and concise thesis statement that indicates essay's content

- logical and effective conclusion
	- Introduction and conclusion are an appropriate length and have all the required elements.  

- clear and concise thesis statement that indicates essay's content

- more effective methods could have been chosen 
	-Introduction and/ or conclusion are an appropriate length.  

-Thesis is present and indicative of essay's content.

-These elements, though adequate in length, are formulaic.
	-Introduction and/ or conclusion are an appropriate length.  

-Thesis is present and indicative of essay's content.

-Conclusion is a restatement of introduction or new elements have been added.
	-Introduction and/ or conclusion may be present but too short to effectively do the job.

-Thesis statement, though present, does not fully indicate the content of the essay.
	· Introduction and/ or conclusion is too short or it is missing.

· No clear thesis statement
	


