Ms. McCann

OC Exam Prep


Original Composition Structure 
Synthesis essays and paragraphs have strict structures.  O.C.’s do not.  This does not mean that an O.C. has no structure at all, however; it means that the structure of an O.C. is more flexible.


Dialogue




Action


                    O.C. is a combination of these 3 elements.        


Personal Response

       

An effective way to begin writing your O.C. is to write it as a frame story. A frame story is a “story-within-a-story”.  It begins and ends with the same setting.

	Dinner with grandpa

	Memory / story / flashback



	Dinner with grandpa


} Introduction

 Main action

} Reflection and connection to the  theme.

Once you finish writing your O.C., you may wish to get rid of the frame. 

Remember short, sweet and descriptive is best. Delete details that are not crucial to your story.  The examiner wants to see your writing style -- include lots of detail and description, use figurative language (similes, metaphors, personification, imagery) and vary your sentence openers.  The exam asks for 300 words.   However, 300 words is the minimum amount. We recommend writing more.
Ending

Your ending will have two parts:

a) Reflection
- character reflects on what he/she has learnt.  Here is 



   where you link to the topic using synonyms.
b) Closing

- end with an image or action which represents the 




  character’s growth. 




- NEVER end with a general statement or moral lesson.
