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Macbeth Act 1-3 Summary

Act I

Three ____________ appear on a heath (hill).  They speak in rhyme and in unison.  It is a quick scene intended to capture the attention of the __________.  In addition, it establishes the theme of the supernatural. 

Meanwhile, _______________ and _____________ are at war; _____________ is brave in battle and is praised for his deeds.  

The witches reappear and tell _____________ and _____________ prophecies.  They call Macbeth, “Thane of __________”, “Thane of __________” and tell him that he will be “__________ hereafter”.  The witches tell Banquo that he will be “lesser than Macbeth, and greater”, “not so __________, yet much happier” and that he “shalt get _________, though thou be none.”  Both men are startled by these prophecies.  The old Thane of Cawdor is killed for treason and ____________ is given his title.  

King Duncan proclaims that Malcolm will be the next King of Scotland; and as a result _______________ starts to plot against Malcolm.  

_________________ receives a letter from Macbeth and decides that ____________ must die in order for the witches predictions to come true.  Lady Macbeth thinks that Macbeth is too weak to kill Duncan and calls upon supernatural agents to fill her with cruelty.

Duncan visits the Macbeth’s at Inverness (their castle) and the deception begins.  Lady Macbeth and Macbeth decide how they will kill Duncan—they will blame it on _____________.  Macbeth’s ___________ bothers him; he wonders whether he should really kill Duncan.

Act II

_____________ is tempted by the witches’ prophecies, but is able to resist temptation.  Macbeth lies to Banquo and says he has not thought of the prophecies.  Later on, Macbeth hallucinates a ________  ________ with the handle point towards him.  This foreshadows ____________ death and the beginning of Macbeth’s mental break down. 

Unable to kill Duncan because he resembles ________ father, _____________ must kill Duncan.  After the murder _____________is horrified by what has happened and starts hearing voices. Unable to return the daggers to frame the guards,  ______________ must return them.  To get rid of any evidence _______________ washes his hands and changes clothes.

_____________ discovers that Duncan is dead; the guards are accused.  Macbeth admits to killing the guards out of rage.  Lady Macbeth faints.  ______________ and _____________ run away to England and Ireland out of fear that they will be killed next. 

_______________ is crowned the new King of Scotland; while Malcolm and Donalbain are accused of having their father killed.  Macduff starts to worry about the situation in Scotland.

Act III

___________ suspects that Macbeth killed Duncan to become King. Macbeth invites Banquo to a banquet, but only out of formality because he plans on killing Banquo and his son Fleance. Macbeth fears that Fleance will become the next King of Scotland because of the witches prophecies.   Macbeth does not confide his plan to  _____________ which demonstrates a change in their relationship.  The murderers are successful in killing _______________, but _____________ escapes.

At the banquet Macbeth hallucinates _____________ ghost.  Unable to control Macbeth, Lady Macbeth must send all the guests away.  Macbeth decides he will go and see the ___________ to learn more about his future.
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