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General Outline for a Synthesis Essay
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Attention Getter/Hook __________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Topic Sentence_________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Outline/Plan (listing your three topics of discussion/three points) ________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Thesis (1 sentence—what do you intend to prove?)____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

*********************************************************************

Transitional word or phrase _____________________________________________
Topic sentence (mentions first topic identified in your plan)_____________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Assertion “A” – first text (relation of point to subject 1)_______________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Citation (Cited quotation or other source)___________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Explanation (tie the importance your proof back into your thesis)_________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Assertion “B” – second text (relation of point to subject 2) ____________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Citation (Cited quotation or other source)___________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Explanation (tie the importance of your proof back into your thesis _______________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Concluding sentence (sums up whole paragraph—both points)___________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

*********************************************************************


Transitional word or phrase _____________________________________________
Topic sentence (mentions second topic identified in your plan)___________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Assertion “A” (relation of point to subject 1)________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Citation (Cited quotation or other source)___________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Explanation (tie the importance of your proof back into your thesis) ______________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Assertion “B” (relation of point to subject 2) ________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

Citation (Cited quotation or other source)___________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Explanation (tie the importance of your proof back into your thesis)______________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Concluding sentence (sums up whole paragraph—both points)___________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________


*********************************************************************


Transitional word or phrase _____________________________________________
Topic sentence (mentions third topic identified in your plan)____________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Assertion “A” (relation of point to subject 1)_____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Citation (Cited quotation or other source)___________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Explanation (tie the importance of your proof back into your thesis)______________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Assertion “B” (relation of point to subject 2) ______________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Citation (Cited quotation or other source)___________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Explanation (tie the importance of your proof back into your thesis)______________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Concluding sentence (sums up whole paragraph—both points)___________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
*********************************************************************

Transitional word or phrase (that shows it is the conclusion)____________________
Restate thesis (in different words)__________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Sum up the points mentioned in your plan ___________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Final summarizing statement (sums up the whole essay) _______________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Things to Remember When Writing a Synthesis Essay:
· You MUST talk about both stories/poems/ etc.  

· If you do not, you will not receive full marks on the exam.

· You MUST integrate and explain your quotes

· If you do not, then the quotes have no meaning. 

· You MUST follow the ACE format
· Use proper MLA citation
· Ex. (Poe, p. 5)
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