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Political Cartoons

DEVICES USED BY CARTOONISTS IN POLITICAL CARTOONS

_______________________: 

Caricature is a primary technique used by political cartoonists.  It occurs when a cartoonist exaggerates or distorts an individual’s distinctive physical characteristics, for example, enlarging a nose. By doing this, the cartoonist makes the individual easily identifiable to the reader.  Caricature is usually negative.

________________________:  

Cartoonists use analogy to help create the setting or situation of the cartoon.  Instead of drawing an event literally, as it occurred, cartoonists draw on past historical, literary or cultural references to create an alternate setting. This allows readers to think about the situation presented in a new way.

________________________:

Cartoons usually have some form of writing. Often this is in the form of titles, captions, or balloon comments.  Words used in cartoons draw the reader’s attention to specific aspects of the cartoon, or help clarify the intended meaning. Some cartoons have no words at all.

Symbols and related devices

_____________________:

A symbol is when something is regarded as representing something else.  For example, the Maple Leaf is a symbol of Canada, the clover is a symbol of good luck, and a dove is a symbol of peace. Cartoonists use symbols in their cartoons to convey certain meanings.

_____________________:

Signs include a large category of things. In math we know that a plus sign (+) means to add together the numbers.  Similarly, we recognize that a smile identifies that someone is happy; while a frown identifies that someone is unhappy.  Cartoonists use facial expression and bodily positions to express and emphasize emotions of characters.

______________________: 

Cartoonists use size to draw specific attention to a certain characters in a cartoon or to emphasize the status or power of that character.  Often the more important character in a cartoon is larger.

______________________:

Cartoonists use shading to distinguish between characters in the cartoon. Often, but not always, the “bad character” is shaded dark while the “good character” is shaded lightly.

_______________________:

A stereotype is when characteristics of a certain group are oversimplified and are then taken as a representation of that group.  For example, a kilt is often used to portray someone from Scotland.  Cartoonists use stereotypes to distinguish between the different social, ethnic, and religious groups they are drawing. Stereotypes are usually insulting, but they are used by cartoonists because they are easily recognizable and help express ideas quickly. 
_________________________:
Political cartoons are not objective representations of facts, but rather illustrations of a cartoonist’s opinion.  One point of view is shown in the cartoon while another is ignored.  This is known as bias.  Bias makes it impossible to judge a situation fairly or objectively.  When examining cartoons it is important to look for the cartoonist’s bias. Their bias is often evident in the way the cartoon is drawn.  A good way to look for bias is to ask yourself: “whose interests are supported by this cartoon?”
