[image: image1.wmf]Literary Response Reminders
· Do write in present tense.

· Do write in third person.
· Do use the authors’ names and titles of the story, poem, or article.
· Do refer to the prompt immediately.

· Short pieces (short stories, poems, songs, essays) are in quotation marks only.
· Longer pieces (novels, plays, collections) are underlined OR italicized.
· Do remember:  poem = speaker ; short story = narrator ; article = author
· Do use quotes to support your points (embedded quotes are even better).

· Do use ACE 
· Assertion (your point – what are you trying to prove?)

· Citation (your proof – it needs to support your point)

· Explanation (explain the significance of your point – how does it relate to your thesis?)
· Do cite your quotes (para # or line #)
· Do write more than the minimum word count

· Don’t go off-topic.

· Don’t re-tell the text.

· Don’t use poetic language.
(You are not to put similes, metaphors, personification, etc. in your own response, but analyse the author’s use of such devices as applicable)
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Synthesis Response

· Do clearly understand your task:  what is the prompt asking?

· Do compare and/or contrast both texts asked in the question.

· Score points sooner by doing more than restating the prompt in the introduction.
· Do use point by point comparison (avoid block comparison!).
· Do use synthesis words:  whereas, therefore, although, in contrast, on the other hand, similarly, however, conversely, while, both, neither, moreover...

· Do try to give equal weighting to both texts 
(ie. give examples from both texts to support your points, when possible)
