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Steps for Review

1. Review Terms

a. Study the ones you don’t already know
2. Review the Format of a Synthesis Essay

a. Introduction (hook, topic sentence, thesis)

b. Body Paragraphs  -- 3 of them 

i. ACE vs. ACE (point by point comparison of each text)

ii. ACE vs. ACE
iii. ACE vs. ACE

c. Conclusion

i. Sum up  your points

ii. Make an interesting final statement

3. Review Transition Words

a. Ex. In addition, for example, in conclusion, therefore, etc.
4. Review how to properly cite titles of texts
a. Short Stories, Essays, Poetry – use quotation marks

b. Novels, Plays – underline or italicize

5. Review M.L.A. in text Citation 

a. Short Story or Essay -- (Author’s last name, page #)

b. Poetry – (Author’s last name, line #)

6. Review how to properly integrate  and explain quotations

a. Introduce the quote

i. For example, “blah, blah, blah” (McCann, p. 4).

ii. [Character’s name] says, “blah, blah, blah” (McCann, l. 2).

b. Explain the quote

i. This quote shows...

ii. This quote demonstrates...

iii. This reveals...


Original Composition Practice

These topics have appeared on past exams. Take some time and brainstorm what you could write about. It is likely that the topic on your exam will be similar. The topics have been grouped together with statements that are similar.  This is part C of your exam – you can write a persuasive or narrative essay. 
1. Experiences shape relationships

Forming meaningful connections may enrich lives.

2. The best gifts are the simplest ones.

Beauty can be found in simple things.

A good life does not have to be complex.

3. Our views of the past change as we mature.

Significant events can change a person’s life.

Each stage in life brings new choices.

Certain experiences mark the beginnings of maturity.

4. Adapting to new situations in life is essential.

5. Surprises can make life interesting. 

Remember the Exam Format


  Part A – Multiple Choice


Part B – Synthesis Essay


Part C – Original Composition (Persuasive or Narrative Essay)











