English 12 Research Project Potential Topics
Critical Thinking: Understanding the World Around Us

You can agree, disagree, and/or re-word the topics below.  The goal is for you to pick a topic that will be of interest to you so that you will enjoy doing research on it!

1. Does rap music perpetuate racism and negative stereotypes, or is it just an outlet for individual’s frustrations, opinions and concerns?

2. How are eating disorders portrayed in the media?

3. What are the consequences, or implications of photofinishing in the media?

4. How does media deal with racism?  Does media encourage or discourage racism?

5. How much T.V. does the average person watch and how does this affect their daily lives?

6. Does media create stereotypes of race, gender and culture?  How?

7. How does advertising work?  How does advertising “appeal to the senses?”

8. Does media create a false sense of reality?  How and why?

9. Does media glorify violence?  How and why?

10. When should a person be considered an adult?

11. What does it take to be a good Web citizen?
12. Online degree programs are the future of education.

13. Blogging is a great way to communicate and can be very beneficial for individuals.

14. Copyright laws limit the value of ideas, therefore they should be eliminated.

15. Identity theft is a government responsibility.

16. Social networking sites are a waste of time.

17. Wikipedia is a very valuable tool.

18. Wikipedia is a good idea gone wrong.

19. The media distorts our perception of the human body.

20. An unbiased media is essential to democracy.

21. Electronic surveillance threatens individual's privacy.

22. Censoring student newspapers violates the right to Free Speech.

23. Free Speech can be a very dangerous thing.

24. What is the most pressing issue facing your generation?  Why?

25. B.C. (or Kelowna) should have a four day school week.

26. Social networking sites are improving communication.

27. Sustainability (including recycling and going green) is the most important issue of this generation.

28. University should be free in Canada.

29. Obesity is a major concern in Canada.

30. Canada should be better preserving our natural resources.

31. Chocolate has many health benefits and should be available in schools.

32. The "Healthy Schools" initiative has not benefited students or made them healthier.

33. Mercy killing (or euthanasia) should be legal in Canada.

34. The legal driving age in B.C. should be lowered.

35. S.O.P.A. has been a very positive initiative that is beneficial for internet users.

36. Grade 12 should be optional in B.C.

37. Using cell phones in school can be educationally beneficial.

38. Canada's immigration laws are unjust.

39. Child soldiers should be punished as war criminals.

40. Young adults' ability to multi-task proves that they are more productive.

41. Immigrants should not be able to live by their home countries rules while they reside in Canada.

42. Canada needs to be more inclusive to immigrants.

43. Canada should not be involved in the affairs of other countries.

44. English, Social Studies, Math or Science (pick the one you think applies) should not be required subjects in high school.

45. Abortion is a woman's choice.  OR should abortion be illegal?
46. Abortion should be illegal.

47. Canada's justice system is unjust.

48. Canada should have capital punishment (the death penalty).

49. Public education should cost individuals instead of all tax payers.

50. Teenagers should not have after school jobs.

51. Are young adults addicted to the internet?

52. Should the U.S. lower the drinking age?

53. Should high schools consider accepting corporate sponsorship?  For example, should shoe companies be able to give away free shoes and equipment to high school students?

54. Is breaking the law for a cause justifiable?

55. Exams often do little more than measure an individual's ability to take exams.  Should exams be outlawed in favour of another form of assessment?

56. Should there be a constitutional amendment that allows gays and lesbians to legally marry?

57. Are children smarter (or more socialized) because of the internet?

58. Should the federal government legalize the use of marijuana?

59. There is a minimum wage.  Should there be a maximum wage?

60. Should music/movie sharing programs on the internet be outlawed?

61. How does MTV contribute to celebrity and image selling?

62. How has ESPN and other media sources influenced (positively or negatively) professional sports in the last twenty years?

63. Should the mandatory age for being able to drop out of school be raised, lowered or stay the same?

