English 12


Elements of Prose Writing
(short story, essay, play…everything outside of a poem)
62 terms you need to know for the provincial exam!!

Character
-a person in a story

1.  _______________

the main or central character

2.  _______________

the person or force opposing the main character

3.  _______________
one who tells a story

4. _____________
a character that we know much about

5. _______________
a character that is not described in much detail

6. _____________
a character that stays the same throughout the story

7. _______________
a character that changes throughout the story; sometimes called a developing character

8. _______________
a character who contrasts strongly with, and therefore highlights, the corresponding qualities of another character

9. _____________
a character that is familiar to readers from other works

10. _______________
character is described DIRECTLY by the author, the narrator or the other characters (Ex.  She is arrogant) 
11. _______________
a character's traits are revealed by action and speech (hint: indirectly ex.  Readers learn she is arrogant when she introduces herself as the person everyone wants to know) 
Plot


-the sequence of incidents or events that make up a story

12.  _______________

the central message of a story

13.  ________________

hints or clues to future events

14. _______________
following the introduction of the central conflict; complications arise as the characters struggle with the conflict

15. _______________
usually the highest point of action, the turning point

16.  ________________

when the climax is a let down or a shift to the trivial

17. _______________
occurs after the climax and is where conflicts are resolved and loose ends are tied up; sometimes called the resolution

18. _______________
when the action starts to wind down

19. _______________
The concluding action of a drama, occurs after the climax and which establishes a new norm, a new state of affairs –the way things are going to be from then on
20. _______________
the process of pointing out differences between things

21. _______________
conversation in a story

22. _______________
A situation that requires a choice between options that are or seem equally unfavourable or mutually exclusive

22. _______________
the central struggle in the story

23. _______________
character struggles against some outside person or force 

24. _______________
struggle takes place within the protagonist's mind to reach some new understanding or decision 

25. _______________
 when a story is told in rising order of importance  

26. _______________

when a story is told in order of time
27. _______________
a section of a literary work that interrupts the sequence of events to relate an event from an earlier time

28. _____________
the time and place of a story 

29. _____________
the dominant mood or emotional tone of a work of art
30. _____________
a sudden twist in the ending

31. _____________
where the ending leaves the conflict unresolved

32. _____________ 
uncertainty as to the outcome

33. _____________
a moment of illumination, usually occurring at or near the end of a work
34. _____________
an introductory speech, often in verse, calling attention to the theme of a play; any introductory proceeding, event, etc.

35. _____________

a short addition or conclusion at the end of a literary work
36. _____________
the statement of the main position in an essay or speech; defines scope or answers prompt

Style


- A writer’s unique use of language
37._____________
an author's choice of words

38. _______________
story is told from one person’s view (usually main character) using the “I” perspective


39. _____________
point of view where characters are referred to as “he”/ “she”

40. _____________
written in third person (he, she, we) when the point of view is all knowing but from one person’s point of view

41. _____________
all knowing point of view

42. _____________
where narrator is outside of the story, like watching a play or movie, we never get into anyone’s mind
43. _____________

the author uses “you” as the narrator telling the story
44. _____________
when a remark / situation turns out to be strikingly opposite to what might have been intended or expected (verbal / situational)

45. _____________
when a reader or an audience perceives something that a character in the story or play does not know

46. _____________
 A word, phrase, or figure of speech  that addresses the senses, suggesting mental pictures of sights, sounds, smells, tastes, feelings, or actions.

47. ____________
author's attitude toward his or her subject

48. _____________
often used in political campaigns,  information, ideas, and arguments that are spread by organized groups or individuals and designed to convince 
49. _____________

the caustic and heavy use of apparent praise 
50. _____________
a piece of literature designed to ridicule the subject of the work; its aim is not to amuse but to arouse contempt in order to bring about change 
51. ____________
a manner of writing in which a character's thoughts or perceptions are presented as occurring in random form, without regard for logical sequences, syntactic structure, distinctions between various levels of reality, or the like; often seen in journal entries

52. _____________
anything that stands for or represents anything else;  objects, actions, people, events, names can all be symbols (e.g. dove represents peace)
Genre
-A French word meaning kind or type; the major types of literature ie. poetry, fiction, drama, and essays 

53. _______________
Fiction characterized by highly fanciful or supernatural elements 

54. _______________
a written account of another person's life

55. _______________
an article in a newspaper or other periodical presenting the opinion of the publisher, editor, or editors

56. _______________

an essay that explains

57. _______________
a brief story that is told to present a moral or practical lesson; the characters are often animals who speak and act like human beings 
58. _______________
a work of literature told on two levels of meaning, one literal and one symbolic

59. ________________
a type of comedy based on a ridiculous situation, often with stereotyped characters; it often involves crude physical action

60. ________________

an extended speech by one person
61. ________________
a story, often about immortals and sometimes connected with religious rituals that is intended to give meaning to the mysteries of the world (a body of related myths is known as mythology)

62. ________________
arguments for and against some particular contention or position; may include lists of advantages & disadvantages, criticisms & defenses of a political position or other view, etc.

This is an important handout; you will want this to review before the exam... put it somewhere where you won't lose it!


it!








these two 


are 


important





point of view


an author chooses his p.o.v very carefully








