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Macbeth
Scottish general ambitious enough to commit regicide to become king

Lady Macbeth
His wife; ambitious, later remorseful

Banquo
General, murdered by hired killers

Fleance
Banquo’s son

Duncan
King of Scotland

Malcolm
Eldest son of Duncan, Prince of Cumberland

Donalbain
Youngest son of Duncan

Macduff
General, dedicated to the good of Scotland

Ross
Cousin to Macduff

Lennox
Nobleman, loyal to Duncan

Seyton
Lieutenant to Macbeth

Siward
English Earl, supporter of Malcolm

Young Siward
Bravely faces Macbeth although he is killed in battle

Three Witches
Predict Macbeth’s ambitions will soon come true; later predict his downfall

Macbeth Background Info
-type of play: tragedy

-Shakespeare borrowed the story from history


-Raphael Holinshed’s Chronicles of England, Scotland, and Ireland


-took a real story and adapted it

-Shakespeare is using the play Macbeth to make a comment on his own time


-Gunpowder Plot of 1605

-radical Catholics tried to blow up the Protestant Parliament and King James I


-it failed but it was an attack on the king


-Shakespeare uses the story of Macbeth to address this issue
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-because Macbeth is also about a king who is under attack
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