The Importance of Being Earnest
A Trivial Comedy for Serious People

By Oscar Wilde

Act 2 Discussion Questions

Act II
1. What is the setting of Act II?  

2.  Who is Ms. Prism?
3.  What, do we infer, is the relationship between Ms. Prism and the local vicar Dr. Chausable?  

4.  Algernon arrives pretending to be who? 
5.  To confuse matters more, Jack now arrives and announces what? 
6.  Jack is furious when he discovers Algernon but cannot expose his Bunburying why?
7.  When Algernon proposes to Cecily both Jack and readers are shocked and amused to learn what?
8.  Algernon goes off to visit Dr. Chausable to do what and for what reason? 
9.  Cecily and Gwendolen have a fight over what?  The catfight is even more amusing because why? 
10.  The two women eventually and ironically become allies, even calling each other ‘sister” after discovering what?
Analysis
11. The play is called The Importance of Being Earnest—A Trivial Comedy for Serious People.  What are some events in the play where trivial events are treated with overblown seriousness? What are some serious events that are treated trivially? (think about for the entire play)





I hope you have not been leading a double life, pretending to be wicked and being really good all the time. That would be hypocrisy.











There will be a quiz on Act II!








