
Some Important Lines in The Importance of Being Earnest

Act 1

Consider these lines from the play.  What do they reveal about Wilde’s opinions? What is he trying to say with each statement?  Identify what part of Victorian society Wilde is criticizing. 

(1) “Oh, pleasure, pleasure! What else should bring one anywhere.”—Jack 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(2) “The truth is rarely pure and never simple.”—Algernon 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(3)“My ideal has always been to love someone of the name of Ernest.  There is something in that name that inspires absolute confidence.”—Gwendolen 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(4) “It is awfully hard work doing nothing.  However, I don’t mind hard work where there is no definite object of any kind.”—Algernon 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(5) “My dear fellow, the truth isn't quite the sort of thing one tells to a nice, sweet, refined girl. What extraordinary ideas you have about the way to behave to a woman!” – Jack

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(6) “An engagement should come on a young girl as a surprise, pleasant or unpleasant, as the case may be.” –Lady Bracknell

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(7) “The whole theory of modern education is radically unsound. Fortunately in England, at any rate, education produces no effect whatsoever. If it did, it would prove a serious danger to the upper classes, and probably lead to acts of violence in Grosvenor Square.” – Lady Bracknell

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(8) “More than half of modern culture depends on what one shouldn’t read,In matters of grave importance, style, not sincerity is the vital thing.” – Gwendolen

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
